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Michael Ruse (Department of Philosophy, Florida State University, Florida)  

Philosophical Stakes of Darwinism 

Mardi 11 mars 2008 de 16 h 30 à 18 h 30 au SOCR-242 

Public Lecture: Charles Darwin: The Man, The Book, The Legacy 

Charles Robert Darwin (1809-1882), the English naturalist, is rightly known as the father of 

evolutionary theory.  His On the Origin of Species, published in 1859, is the classic statement 

of evolutionary ideas and moreover the place where he introduced his mechanism of natural 

selection.  This lecture looks at Charles Darwin as a person, at the Origin of Species, and at 

the legacy of Darwin, both as he was regarded in his own day and as we think of him today.  

 

Jeudi 13 mars 2008 de 10 h 45 à 12 h 45 au SOCR-240 

Special Lecture One:  The theory of evolution through natural selection – the structure 

and the evidence 

This lecture looks at evolutionary theory today, paying special attention to the mechanism of 

natural selection and the evidence for it.  Also to be considered are the areas of paleontology, 

biogeography, and embryology.  Rival theories like Stephen Jay Gould’s punctuated 

equilibrium will also be discussed. 

 

Jeudi 13 mars 2008 de 16 h 15 à 18 h 15 au SOCR43 

Special Lecture Two:  The theory of evolution through natural selection – the metaphors 

The extent to which evolutionary theory is permeated by metaphorical thinking will be 

discussed and the implications drawn for the nature of the theory.  Special attention will be 

paid to the notion of progress, and the thinking today of such diverse biologists as Richard 

Dawkins, Simon Conway Morris, and Edward O. Wilson 

 

Mardi 22 avril 2008 de 16 h 15 à 18 h 15 au SOCR-240 

Special Lecture Three:  Evolutionary Epistemology 

What if anything does Darwinism have to say about the nature of knowledge?  To answer this 

question we shall have to look at human evolution and, not just the thinking of the American 

Pragmatists in the nineteenth century but also the recent work of evolutionary psychologists 

like Steven Pinker, John Tooby and Leda Cosmides.  Is Darwinism self refuting as is claimed 

by the American philosopher of religion Alvin Plantinga? 



 

Jeudi 24 avril 2008 de 10 h 45 à 12 h 45 au SOCR-240 

Special Lecture Four: Evolutionary Ethics 

What is Social Darwinism and what is wrong with it?  Does human sociobiology throw light 

on morality and its import for humankind?  Has recent work on the brain carried the 

discussion forward?  Does game theory have a role in this discussion?  Can one liken morality 

to a language as is claimed by Steven Pinker? 

 

Jeudi 24 avril de 16 h 15 à 18 h 15 au SOCR43 

Special Lecture Five:  Darwinism and Religion 

There are two big questions to be discussed here.  First, can evolutionary theory explain 

religion?  A number of thinkers today including the philosopher Daniel Dennett, the biologist 

David Sloan Wilson, and the anthropologist Pascal Boyer think that such an explanation is 

possible, but others disagree strongly.  Second, if Darwinism is true then is religion – 

Christianity in particular – false?  This is the claim of philosopher Philip Kitcher and biologist 

Richard Dawkins.  But are their critiques well taken?  Should we embrace other religions like 

Southern Baptism, that reject evolution?  

La Chaire Mercier est intégrée dans le cours FILO 2240 Questions approfondies de 

philosophie des sciences de la nature (B. Feltz). 

 


